Newsletter Issue #6 Summer 2023

Friends of the Kewaunee
Pierhead Lighthouse

FRIENDS OF
LA, 4

. JEE
prevhead lightheuse

New Windows and Lights

Thanks to the skill and time given by volunteers,
the Kewaunee pierhead lighthouse now has new
windows on the main level, and new lights (with
wiring up to code) on each level. The lights are on
a timer, so that each evening they shine out and
give a spectacular view of the lighthouse. Thank
you to Dan Jerabek for the re-wiring, and to Dan
and Jim Schaller for the new lights. These fixtures
were rescued from one of Kewaunee’s old schools!
The new windows were made by Barry Nelson,
who also fashioned window fasteners in the style of
the originals. Some original windows were
preserved and made into display cases on the main
level. Other volunteers were Danny Kruse, Dale
Neumeier and Frank Voyles. The whole interior is
brighter and more inviting as many of the old
windows had been covered up.

Photos courtesy of Kevin Held
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Paver Bricks - a lasting gift

Pavers are a great way to remember or honor a
family member, friend, or recognise a company or
organization. They form a permanent tribute at the
end of the pier, next to Lighthouse Park. All
proceeds from pavers go to the restoration of the
Lighthouse.

Pavers range from $250 for a 4x8 stone, up to
$1000 for a 16x16 stone. Please see the website
for details of these and other items for sale.

www.kewauneepierheadlighthouse.org

New paver bricks were added this year, and the
donor names are included on the last page of this
newsletter. Thank you to all the donors, and Matt's
Services for engraving the pavers.

Radio Days at the Lighthouse

Amateur radio enthusiasts made their first
transmissions from the Kewaunee Lighthouse this
past August, and received a lot of calls from around
the country. This is a new venture for the Friends,
but we hope to partner more with them as they
keep alive a tradition which goes back to the
Lighthouse’s beginnings. More about this will
follow in our winter issue.


http://www.kewauneepierheadlighthouse.org
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One More Open Weekend in 2023

The Lighthouse will be open for the Door County
Festival of Lighthouses, September 29th-October
1st Open Friday 10 am-noon, Saturday and
Sunday 10am-4pm (this date is a change).

It will also be open on Saturday, October 7th, 10
am-4 pm.

The open days so far in 2023 have been very

Volunteer Spotlight - Robin Nelson

“We probably wouldn’t have a lighthouse if it
weren’t for Robin!” was the comment of one of the
Friends’ Board members when they heard that she
was stepping down from her volunteer role with the
City Lighthouse Committee, and the Friends of the
Kewaunee Lighthouse.

Robin Nelson started with the willingness to work
hard to preserve Kewaunee’s landmark. She and
Jim Schaller joined the Lighthouse Committee in
2015. Jim said that “From that point forward she
continually met each obstacle we faced with fierce
determination. It was by no means easy, something
always seemed to pop up to throw a wrench into
our plans but because of her we persevered and
overcame much to get the lighthouse to the point it
is today.”

She was instrumental in getting the lighthouse
saved for the city, obtaining grants for the
restoration of the exterior, a new roof and steel
door, and ensuring that the Kewaunee Pierhead
Lighthouse was placed on the National Historic
Register. Jayne Conard stated that “This would not
have happened if not for Robin. She has left the
Lighthouse Committee and the city with a firm
foundation to continue the process of preservation
and protection of the Kewaunee Pierhead
Lighthouse. Thank you, Robin!”
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successful. We had 123 visitors in June and 85 in
July. Admissions and donations totalled $1261.
We also sold $427.00 in merchandise on the pier.

New this year, there is a suggested donation for
admission to the Lighthouse: $5 for adults and $3
for school age children. Members of the Friends of
the Lighthouse have free admission.

Historic Plaque for the Lighthouse

The Kewaunee Pierhead Lighthouse has been
placed on the National Historic Register in 2022,
and we now have the plaque to show it! It will soon
be installed on the right side of the green doors, so
check it out next time you are there.
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Kewaunee History Corner
The Lifesaving Service/Kewaunee Station

The idea of having lifesaving stations originated on
the East Coast in 1848 by the Massachusetts
Humane society. Having no means to help rescue
sailors in distress except for small boats caused
many to lose their lives trying to save others.

The first station was established at Cohasset,
Mass. It consisted of a small shed-like building that
housed rescue equipment that was used by
volunteers in case of a wreck. Stations like this
one were only at the larger ports, leaving large
gaps in between.

Federal government support began on August 14,
1878, with the signing of the Newall Act. Under this
act Congress appropriated $10,000 to establish
stations from New Jersey to New York Harbor. It
provided surf boats, rockets, carronades, and other
necessary apparatus to help save lives and
property from shipwrecks.
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In 1874 lifesaving stations had been established on
the Great Lakes. The Kewaunee Station was built
by Frank Hamachek using a government approved
plan that was consistent with those on the east
coast. Enough money was given to build the
station with money left over to build 3 houses for
the crew members that were married. The rest
stayed inside the station. Nelson Craite from Two
Rivers was the first captain.

(Submitted by Tom Schuller)

The Kewaunee Lifesaving Station,
under the US Coast Guard in 1921

Friends of the Kewaunee Pierhead Lighthouse



Newsletter Issue #6 Summer 2023

Paver Donors

West Foundation

Keystone Shipping Co. and Key
Lakes Inc.

Wisconsin Lighthouse District

Paul and Debra Jirtle and Family
Dr. M.O and Ethel Nelson Family
The Degeneffe Family

Hooray For Hollywood

Kewaunee Fabrications
Kewaunee Chamber of Commerce
Jennifer and Gordon Krogh

Cindy Tang and Joe Grant

Kewaunee County Historical
Society

Barney and Patsy Shillin
Robert Bobby Dobber Lipsky

Ray and Kathy Janosky and
Family

Michael, Jayne Conard, Rebekah,
Sarah

Kewaunee Rotary Club

Jim and Lisa Schaller

Jeff and Brenda Kleiman

Nuhlicek Services LLC

Dave and Lisa Olson

Edith Selner, Jack, Rich, Russ and

The Giltners, Matt, Diane, Ryan,
Lindsey

Bob and Ginny Kostka and family

Lighthouse Donors

Kewaunee Alumnifest inc.

Cheri, Mark and Becky Chaudoir
Marion Selner
Cathy Charlier
Betty Charlier

Aunt Jean, Uncle Don, Carol and
Allen Seidl

Buchanan, Kurt, Brenda, Stacie,
Mark, Bernice

Nubbs and Elaine Robillard Family
Novak Insurance

Debbie and Bill Boehm

Lester Myrtle Kratz

Nicolet National Bank

Pagel Ponderosa

Cedar Valley Campground

Joseph Selner, Esther Selner,
Emma Trottman

Mary Ann Kleiman McDonald Mark
K. Hirst

Andrew Kiander
Keeter Tebon
Harold and Ruth Maigatter

The Waechters, Brian, Lori, Lee
and Katie

The Berner Family
John and Karen Berner

Dominion Energy Kewaunee

Jodi Tess and family

The Donald L Smith and Jean M Smith Charitable

Fund
Nicolet National Foundation
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In Honor /In Memory of

Don and Helen Clinton
“Lynnie Joe” Lichterman
Helen Selner Bazan

Victoria Jane

Rick Nelson

Pat and Arlene Selner
Elizabeth Ann Selner Legois
Kuehl and Zeman Families
Dr. M.O. and Ethel Nelson
John Pagel

Gail Donovan (The Messmanns)

Donald and Jean Smith
Benefactors

Atty Wm Wolske Kewaunee
Rotary Club

Mary Ann Kleiman McDonald
John Vandenberg

Thank You to All our
Donors!



